Writing the Mediterranean: Spain
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A Travel Writing Course, with a Spring Break Trip to Barcelona, San Sebastián and Guernica, Spain!

Spring 2020

Topics in Journalism and Emerging Media

JRN 04:567:453

Tuesday and Thursday,  2:50-4:10 p.m.

4 Huntington St., Rm 114A

Prof. Mary D’Ambrosio

Department of Journalism and Media Studies

Tel: 212-920-5625 (cell)

Email: mary.dambrosio@rutgers.edu

Office: SC&I, 4 Huntington St., Rm. 105

Office hours: Tues/Thurs, 1:45-2:45 p.m., or by appointment

This Journalism and Media Studies course will introduce you to the basics

of travel writing, and offer you an opportunity to practice them, during a magnificent

nine-day spring break trip to Barcelona, San Sebastian and Guernica, Spain.

Apply at Rutgers Global, at https://globaleducation.rutgers.edu, or contact CGE program specialist Lloyd Pearson, at lpearson@global.rutgers.edu

Application deadline: December 1, 2019 Course Description

Draw inspiration from great Mediterranean journeys, and learn to write compelling journey stories of your own. We’ll travel with Homer, Mark Twain, Ernest Hemingway, Martha Gellhorn, George Orwell and other authors through one of the world’s grandest regions, as we explore its legacy of war and exodus, cooking and eating, and romance and revenge.

We’ll seek to identify common regional themes and challenges, while we read and write about journeying, war, immigration, politics, food and the arts.

At spring break, we’ll visit Barcelona, to report on the 24/7 vibe, dazzling architecture and world-class cuisine of Spain’s most dynamic city. And we’ll explore the gorgeous Basque city of San Sebastián, a recent European Capital of Culture, with its passion for pintxos, surfing and revolt. We’ll walk the trail to Santiago de Campostela, the route of Medieval pilgrimage to the end of the world. Then we’ll cap off our journey with a visit to Guernica, a town famously bombed by the Nazis during the Spanish Civil War, and immortalized by Pablo Picasso in his iconic painting Guernica.

Publishing Your Work

Students are encouraged to publish their work, to submit it to the JMS undergraduate magazine Kairos http://kairosmagazine.rutgers.edu/ and to include their favorite pieces in their professional portfolios.

Examples of stories developed in this class published in national magazines and online publications:

The Legacy of Guernica, by Matthew Liggio, in Worldpress https://www.worldpress.org/Europe/4008.cfm

Pintxo Bars – Spain’s Social Network, by Nicholas Irving, in Transitions Abroad https://www.transitionsabroad.com/listings/travel/articles/pinxto-bars-in-spain-slow-snacks-and-socializing.shtml

Travel Spain – Surfing in San Sebastian, by Jessica Jenkins, in Wave Journey
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https://wavejourney.com/activities/travel-spain-surfing-san-sebastian/

Prerequisite

Journalism major, and Writing for Media (04:567:200)

Students enrolled in the JMS “Global Media” specialization https://comminfo.rutgers.edu/news/jms-launches-new-specialization-global-media receive priority consideration

Learning Objectives

After completing this course, students will:

· Understand the main forms of travel writing;

· Know how to evoke a scene, capture dialogue and develop a narrative;

· Understand key themes that underlie nonfiction storytelling about modern Spain and the Mediterranean.

Key Assignments

· Read and analyze great literature of place about the Mediterranean and Spain, as preparation for writing and reporting richly-informed stories of your own

· Practice developing your voice, evoking a scene, capturing dialogue and telling an original story

· Write a 1,000-word story about a (local) journey. Include at least three photos of your own, or your own video of up to 1 minute. Due: Feb. 16
· Write a 1,000-word reported story about a (local) travel destination. Include at least three photos of your own, or your own video of up to 1 minute. Due: March 8
· In Spain, report a 1,000-word journey or destination story about one facet of our trip. You’ll write and submit your piece after we return home. Include at least five photos of your own, or your own video of up to 90 seconds. Due: April 5
· From Spain, you’ll also develop at least two social media posts about something you’ve learned, and prepare them in forms suitable for Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
We’ll use the following hashtags and accounts:
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#assignmentbarcelona

#assignmentsansebastian

#assignmentguernica

@rutgers_global_journalism (Instagram)

#RUglobaljournalists (Twitter)

Each post should include either a photo you’ve taken, or a video clip you’ve produced. Your friends and family members are welcome to join our Facebook group https://www.facebook.com/groups/590466157767273/, and of course to follow you, and our global specialization feed, rutgers_global_journalism, on Instagram.

Grades

	Local journey story and visuals
	20%

	Local travel destination story and visuals
	20%

	Class exercises, discussion of readings and other class participation
	20%

	Spain travel story and visuals
	30%

	Two posts from Spain for Twitter, Facebook and Instagram
	

	Spain story revision
	10%


Readings

Readings will focus on classic writing and literature about the Mediterranean and Spain, and will serve as models for your own work.

Required Book:

The New Spaniards / John Hooper

Recommended Companion Books for Travel:

Homage to Barcelona, by Colm Tóibín

The Basque History of the World, by Mark Kurlansky

A guidebook, such as Lonely Planet Spain, The Rough Guide to Spain or Let’s Go Spain (or the app versions)

Other readings, posted on Sakai by due date, are drawn from such sources as:
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The Buried Mirror / Carlos Fuentes

Cultivating Loneliness / Robert Kaplan

Spain / Jan Morris

The Odyssey / Homer

The Pilgrimage: A Contemporary Quest for Ancient Wisdom (El Camino de Santiago) / Paulo Coelho

Innocents Abroad / Mark Twain

Don Quixote / Cervantes

The Pillars of Hercules / Paul Theroux

The Face of War / Martha Gellhorn

For Whom the Bell Tolls / Ernest Hemingway

Homage to Catalonia / George Orwell

Ghosts of Spain: Travels Through Spain and Its Silent Past / Giles Tremlett Piecing Together Guernica / Gijs van Hensbergen

The Food of Spain / Claudia Roden

Homage to Barcelona / Colm Tóibín

Voices of the Old Sea / Norman Lewis

Approach

The course will be divided into three segments:

1) Study of classic writing about Mediterranean and Spanish themes, and practice in travel writing techniques

2) Our reporting and writing trip to Spain

3) Post-trip writing, editing and visual editing

Typically the first day of the week will be devoted to reading and discussion about a Mediterranean theme, while the second day will focus on the learning and practice of a writing technique.

After we return from Spain, we’ll have no more formal classes, but will have writing and editing workshops focused on helping you shape your Spanish stories – plus a final Spanish-themed potluck party and presentation day, to celebrate our experience.

Provisional Schedule

Week 1 - JAN. 21 AND 23 SPAIN AND THE MEDITERRANEAN

Introduction and course overview

Writing about places
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1. Discussion of excerpt from “The Buried Mirror,” by Carlos Fuentes

2. Discussion of Robert Kaplan’s “Cultivating Loneliness,” and Thomas Swick’s “Roads not Taken.”

In-class writing: Using your five senses to evoke a scene

Week 2
- JAN. 28 AND 30 NATIONALISM VS. MULTICULTURALISM

Separatism and campanilismo

Obsessions and stereotypes

Barcelona, San Sebastián/Donostia and Guernica

1. Please have read for today’s discussion:

“The New Spaniards,” Intro, Chapter, Chapters 16 through 20

“Plural Spain,” by Jan Morris

“Catalonia in Crisis” /BBC News

2. In-class writing: Review of five senses exercise

Week 3
- FEB. 4 AND FEB. 6 MEDITERRANEAN JOURNEYS

Writing about quest, yearning and exile

The Mediterranean grand tour

1. Please have read for today’s discussion:

Selections from: “The Odyssey” (Homer); Innocents Abroad (Twain); “Don Quxiote” (Cervantes); the Pillars of Hercules (Theroux)

2. In-class writing: voice, the first person and the lower-case “I”

Assignment: Write a 1,000-word story about a journey, using the techniques we are learning about in class. Include at least three photos of your own, or a video of up to 1 minute you have shot yourself.

Due: Feb. 16

Week 4 - FEB 11 AND FEB 13
WAR REPORTING, Part I

Writing about conflict
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1. Please have read for today’s discussion:

Selections from: “The Face of War” (Gellhorn); For Whom the Bell Tolls (Hemingway); Homage to Catalonia (Orwell); Ghosts of Spain (Tremlet)

2. FROM REMOTE / NO CLASS. Capturing dialogue. Chronicle a compelling exchange, in about 300 words (yes, you are eavesdropping!). Write this up in an MS Word document, and upload it to Sakai, today by 11:55 p.m.

Journey story due: Feb. 16

Week 5 - FEB. 18 AND FEB. 20
WAR REPORTING, Part II

Screening of the film “Land and Freedom” (109 minutes)

1. “Land and Freedom” is set in Barcelona during the Spanish Civil War, when volunteers from around the world traveled to Spain to fight what would turn out to be a losing battle against Fascism.
The official trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JQXAU-P8Avo

At home: Write a short reflective essay comparing the film with the themes of last week’s reading.

2. Destination stories for newspapers and magazines. Bring in a travel story about Spain that you like –or hate – and be prepared to critique it in class

The elements of the magazine, newspaper or online travel story

Assignment: Report and write a 1000-word destination story of your own, using the

techniques you’ve learned in class. Due: March 8

Week 6
FEB. 25 AND FEB. 27 COVERING THE ARTS

Evoking a place through its art and architecture

1. Please have read for today’s discussion:

Piecing Together Guernica, by Gijs van Hensbergen / BBC World Service Gaudi’s Gift, by Stanley Meisler / Smithsonian Magazine

2. In-class writing: Review of dialogue assignment.

Anecdotes and narrative; showing vs. telling
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Week 7
MARCH 3 AND MARCH 5
WRITING ABOUT FOOD

How a poor region developed the world’s best cuisine

1. Please have read for today’s discussion:

Excerpts from “The Food of Spain” / Roden

Culinary Backstreets: Barcelona blog

“Meet the Bakers, Cheesemakers and Pepper Farmers of Basque Country,” by Jane Sigal / Saveur

“The Power of Basque Cuisine,” by Jesus Rodriguez / El Pais

2. Assignment due today: Write a 250-word report about a Catalan or Basque dish. Include a captioned, credited photo. Print out your report, and bring it to class.

Destination story due: March 8

Week 8
MARCH 10 AND MARCH 12 THE INFLUENCE OF THE SEA

1. Please have read for today’s discussion:

Excerpts from “Voices of the Old Sea” and “The Basque History of the World”

2. In class: Final prep for trip; review plans for Spain travel writing assignments

Week 9
AND WE’RE OFF!

Spring break trip to Barcelona, San Sebastián, and Guernica Friday, March 13 through Saturday, March 21

Each student will report and write at least one pre-assigned travel story, and will file either five credited, captioned photos, or a video of up to 90 seconds

Week 10
MARCH 24-MARCH 26 REST AND RECOVERY – NO CLASS

Week 11
MARCH 31- APRIL 2
WORK ON YOUR STORIES -- NO CLASS

Week 12
APRIL 5, 11:55 P.M. SPAIN STORIES AND ALL VISUAL MATERIAL DUE

APRIL 7
WRITING WORKSHOP
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Please bring both your written and visual work to class, for a writing workshop, and a brief showing/screening of visuals.

APRIL 9
OPTIONAL INDIVIDUAL EDITING CONSULTATIONS WITH YOUR PROFESSOR

2:50 – 6 p.m., SC&I Rm. 105 (my office)

You may choose to sign up for a 15-minute meeting. Please bring your story, and your questions

	Week 13
	APRIL 19FINAL STORY REVISIONS AND VISUAL

	
	MATERIAL DUE

	Week 14
	APRIL 23PRESENTATION AND POTLUCK PARTY


Spanish-themed potluck. Final presentations and screenings.

BUT if we’re doing our annual JMS showcase, we may elect to do our presentations there, instead.

Policies

Attendance policy

We’ll do some of our most important work in class, so attendance is key. A death in the immediate family or a severe illness (doctor’s note required) are the only excuses accepted for absences. If you miss more than two classes, your final grade will suffer.

Deadlines: No late assignments accepted

Missing deadline is a grave offense in journalism; a closely-researched, beautifully written story is of no value if it lands on the editor’s desk as the magazine is going to print, or after the website goes live.

Likewise, assignments for this class must be turned in on deadline.

Late assignments will not be accepted. Complete deadline assignments to the best of your ability within the assigned time frame.

Note: Professors regularly hear lines like these:

“I accidentally left it in my draft box.”

“I had trouble filing to Sakai.”
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“My computer was set to the wrong time.”

“Dropped my laptop on the sidewalk; I need time to write my story over.” “Lost my flash drive.”

If you are having computer trouble, please move immediately to one of the 16 computer centers on campus https://oit-nb.rutgers.edu/hours, or to a computer owned by a family member or friend. Even if your regular computer isn’t available, I expect you to file your assignments on time.

Grades

We’ll use the following grading scale:

A (90-100) = Excellent; the work is publishable with only minor changes.

B+ (87- 89) = Well-written and reported. The article may have a “hole,” or require additional material, but is free of factual error, and has no more than three grammar or punctuation errors.

B (80-86) = Generally sound work, presented in a grammatical and readable fashion. The prose may need some reworking; and the story may require further research and detail.

C+ (77-79) = Acceptable. There may be structural issues, and more reporting is likely needed. Awkward phrasing, syntax, grammar and punctuation have derailed the piece.

C (70-76) = Average. There are several organizational and writing problems, and the story has factual errors, or significant information gaps. The piece is laced with spelling, grammar and punctuation errors.

D+ (67-69) =Poor work, lacking in direction or appropriate research. Please meet with me to discuss.

D (60-66) = Very poor work. Many things have gone wrong. Please meet with me to discuss.

F (59 and under) = Unacceptable. Please meet with me to set up a plan for improvement.

Academic misconduct

Disruptive classroom behavior, cheating, and plagiarism can jeopardize your standing in this class. Plagiarism, the use of work (ideas, words, images, tables, code, mathematical formulas) other than your own without appropriate attribution, will result in an automatic “F” for the course, and possibly further disciplinary action. Do your own work. Ignorance
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of the rules is not justification for plagiarism. Make sure you understand how to attribute work for printed and online sources. We will be guided by the Rutgers policy on academic integrity http://academicintegrity.rutgers.edu/academic-integrity-policy/

How to submit assignments

Please post all completed assignments to the class Sakai site. I will return your work, with comments and grades, on the same interface.

Special concerns

Disability services: Students who have disabilities are welcome in this course. If you think you need special accommodations in this course related to a disability, you must first contact Disability Support Services at dsoffice@echo.rutgers.edu or (848) 445-6800. You can learn more at http://disabilityservices.rutgers.edu

Counseling: I am always happy to talk with you about concerns related to this course or your career. Sometimes, however, college students experience personal problems that need help that faculty members don’t have the training to give. If you are feeling overwhelmed or having issues in your personal life, you might want to talk to someone in the Rutgers CAPS counseling offices. They are at 17 Senior St. on the College Avenue campus (across from the parking lot behind the gym) and 61 Nichol Ave. on the Douglass campus. You can make an appointment by calling 848- 932-7884 or you can stop by the Senior Street office from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. weekdays. CAPS has many support groups for students around common issues such as grief and loss, chemical dependency, trauma and life transitions. You can learn more at http://rhscaps.rutgers.edu

I look forward to working, and traveling, with you!
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