
YeIman Siddiqi is a third year law student at the UCLA School of Law. 
In 2017, as an undergraduate at the University of California, Irvine 
(UCI), she established and fundraised over $93,000 for the Refugee 
Students Scholarship Program to provide scholarships and 
mentorship to incoming and continuing students who are refugees, 
asylees and asylum seekers at the University of California and 
California State University campuses. This scholarship program is the 
first student-led scholarship program for displaced students in the 
country and has awarded 15 scholarships thus far. Iman also helped 
establish and is currently leading the UCI Refugee Resource 

Community, to build a network, and ultimately a center, for displaced students on campus. Her 
paper, “Increasing Access to Higher Education for Asylum Seekers” is forthcoming in the 
Georgetown Immigration Law Journal. 
 

Neh Meh came from Karenni Refugee Camp in Thailand and has 
been in the United States for 10 years. She had the opportunity to go 
to a U.S. accredited high school and graduated with an Associate 
degree in Sociology and Bachelor degree in International Studies.  
She has helped the Burmese and Karenni community for 8 years with 
their personal needs. When she was at Brigham Young University-
Idaho, she was a member of Project Refugee and helped refugee 
students with accessing higher education. In 2020, Neh Meh did her 
capstone research on the Karenni youth and the obstacles in 
obtaining higher education. This research has further led her to get 

involved with other organizations and the establishment of Advocates for Refugees in Higher 
Education, which is affiliated with Brigham Young University's social work department.  
 
 

Asaad Hanna is a strategic analyst and media/social media adviser 
who focuses on humanitarian causes in Syria and the Middle East as 
well as high-conflict and crisis regions. Asaad is an MIA candidate at 
Columbia University concentrating in International Security Policy, 
worked with many NGOs in different capacities like strategic 
planning and programs managing, as well as communicating and 
public relations. In 2019 Hanna started his company in the United 
States called Emissa LLC, providing consultancy to different 
companies and organizations and governments striving to improve 
their work in the Middle East and post conflict regions. 

 



 
Jonathan Goldman is the Executive Director of the Student Clinic for 
Immigrant Justice (SCIJ) and an advocate for immigrant justice. Born 
in Denmark and raised in the US, Jonathan's outlook on immigration 
has been shaped by this foundational part of his identity. He 

TRII) and founded The Right to Immigration Institute (-previously co
was one of the youngest elected members of the Massachusetts 
Democratic State Committee. Jonathan Goldman is committed to 
creating a better world through collaborative approaches, 
community engagement, and innovative solutions. 

 
over 5 years of experience in community and  Jonathan also has

advocacy organizing with multiple campaigns across Massachusetts on the local, state, and 
federal levels. Jonathan has raised $100,000s through his work at SCIJ, TRII, Northampton Arts 

citizen, young -paigns. Through his experiences as a multilingual, dualCouncil, and political cam
adult fighting to create a better tomorrow, Jonathan draws on his background to engage people 
in making a difference 
 
 

Dr. Diya Abdo is the Director of the The Center for New North 
Carolinians at the University of North Carolina, Greensboro. A 
second-generation Palestinian refugee, born and raised in Jordan, 
Dr. Abdo’s teaching, research, and scholarship focus on Arab women 
writers and Arab and Islamic feminisms with a particular interest in 
Arab women writers’ narrative strategies, life writing, and the cross-
cultural translation of autobiography. She has also published poetry, 
fiction and creative nonfiction. Her public essays focus on the 
intersection of gender, political identity, and vocation. Her book 
AMERICAN REFUGE: True Stories of the Refugee Experience is 

forthcoming from Steerforth Press in 2022. In 2015, Dr. Abdo founded the Every Campus A 
Refuge (ECAR) initiative which advocates for housing refugee families on college and university 
campus grounds and assisting them in resettlement. The flagship chapter at Guilford College, 
now one of several ECAR campuses, has hosted 52 refugees so far – 26 of them children – from 
Syria, Iraq, Sudan, Uganda, Rwanda and the DRC. Under this program, each refugee family is 
temporarily housed (for an average of 5 months) in available campus houses or apartments and 
is provided with free rent, utilities, Wi-Fi, use of college facilities and resources, as well as a 
large community of support in the form of the college campus and its friends. The daily work of 
hosting and assisting in resettlement is done by trained college and community volunteers. Dr. 
Abdo is the recipient of Campus Compact and Brown University’s Swearer Center’s 2019 
Thomas Ehrlich Civically Engaged Faculty Award. She was named a finalist in the Arab Hope 
Makers Award (2018) and, along with ECAR, has received the Gulf South Summit’s 2017 
Outstanding Service-Learning Collaboration in Higher Education Award and The Washington 



Center’s 2017 Civic Engagement in Higher Education Award. She has been making presentations 
about ECAR far and wide, including at the United Nations Headquarters in New York. 
 
 

Miriam Feldblum is co-founder and executive director of the 
Presidents’ Alliance on Higher Education and Immigration. Founded in 
2017, the nonpartisan, nonprofit Presidents’ Alliance brings together 
U.S. college and university leaders around the immigration issues that 
impact our students, campuses, and communities.  The Presidents’ 
Alliance seeks to support a just immigration system, increase 
awareness of the contributions of immigrant and international 

students, and improve the educational access, equity, and success for these students and their 
communities.  Miriam previously served as vice president for student affairs, dean of students, 
and professor of politics at Pomona College, special assistant to the president, faculty research 
associate, and senior director at California Institute of Technology, and an assistant professor of 
politics at the University of San Francisco. Miriam has written a book on immigration politics in 
France, numerous articles and chapters on immigration, nationality, high-skilled labor, and higher 
education, and delivered presentations on how to support immigrant and international students. 
Miriam received a BA in political science from Barnard College, and MA, MPhil, and PhD degrees 
in political science from Yale University. She is a non-resident fellow at the Migration Policy 
Institute. 
 
 

Colleen Thouez is the Director of the Welcoming and Inclusive Cities 
Division at the Open Society Foundations (OSF).  Dr. Thouez served for 
17 years at the United Nations (UN) in leadership positions.  For seven 
years, she headed the main training arm of the UN in New York, the 
UN Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR).  She was the deputy 
of research and policy for the first migration commission established 
with former Secretary-General Kofi Annan in 2002.  She has served as 
advisor to the Secretary-General’s representative on migration, Sir 
Peter Sutherland, during his tenure. She led the movement to bolster 
cities’ influence in international policy-making on migration and 
refugee protection, including as founder of the global annual mayors’ 

summit on migration since 2014.  In 2018, with Switzerland and OSF, she created the Mayors 
Migration Council, an elite group of mayors leading efforts to grow city agency over transnational 
challenges.  Her work with cities has featured recently in Reuters, Associated Press, TED Ideas, 
and WNYC.  Dr. Thouez is faculty member at Bard College and American University’s School of 
International Service, and professorial lecturer at the University of Geneva.  Until recently she 
was senior fellow at Columbia University’s Global Policy Initiative.  She publishes widely, her most 
recent article is Cities as emergent international actors in the field of migration: evidence from 



the lead-up and adoption of the United Nations Global Compacts on Migration and Refugees, 
Global Governance: A Review of Multilateralism and International Organizations (November 
2020). 
 
 

Kyle Farmbry, J.D., Ph.D. is a professor in the School of Public 
Affairs and Administration (SPAA) at Rutgers University-Newark. 
From August 2013 to July 2019, he served as Dean of the Graduate 
School at Rutgers University-Newark. Prior to joining the faculty of 
Rutgers, Farmbry taught at The University of Texas at San Antonio, 
San Diego State University, California and Grand Valley State 
University. He has also served as a visiting lecturer at the 
University of Gdansk in Gdansk, Poland, and Benxi University in 
Benxi, China. 
 
In 2017-2018, Dr. Farmbry served as an American Council on 
Education (ACE) Fellow. In this role he worked with the Vice-
Chancellor (President) of the University of Pretoria in South Africa 

and examined university- based innovation and the implementation of the University of 
Pretoria - Mamelodi Campus’ anchor institution strategy. In 2016 he served as a Fulbright 
Fellow examining European Union immigration policies -- with an emphasis on the 
challenges and management of the North African refugee movement and integration in the 
nation of Malta. In February of 2009, Dr. Farmbry was selected as one of thirty-five people 
from around the world to serve as a Fulbright New Century Scholar. In this role, he was 
engaged in research examining factors of youth entrepreneurial and civic engagement in 
South Africa. 
 
In May of 2016 Dr. Farmbry launched the United States-South African Higher Education 
Network (https://www.ussahighereducationnetwork.org/), an effort aimed at building 
enhanced collaboration between higher education institutions in South Africa and the United 
States. In November of 2017, he served as one of the founding members of the University 
Alliance for Refugees and at Risk Migrants (https://www.uarrm.org/), an effort which aims to 
engage universities and their communities in local and international advocacy efforts on 
behalf of refugees and at-risk migrants. 

 
Dr. Farmbry’s research and programmatic work has been supported by the Open Society 
Foundations, the South African Department of Higher Education and Training, the United 
States Fulbright Commission, and the United States Embassy in South Africa. 

 
In February of 2009, Dr. Farmbry’s book Administration and the Other: Explorations of 
Diversity and Marginalization in the Political Administrative State was published by Rowman 
and Littlefield. In August 2012, his book Crisis, Disaster, and Risk: Institutional Response and 
Emergence was published by M.E. Sharpe. His book The War on Poverty: A Retrospective was 



published by Rowman and Littlefield in July 2014. His book Migration and Xenophobia: A 
Three Country Exploration, examining issues of migration and xenophobia in the United 
States, Europe, and Southern Africa, was published by Rowman and Littlefield in May 2019. 

 
Dr. Farmbry received his BA, MPA, and Ph.D. degrees from The George Washington 
University. He completed his J.D. degree at the Rutgers University School of Law.  
 

 
Rosie Hughes is a Refugee Education Pathways Expert at the UN 
Refugee Agency (UNHCR)’s office in Washington, DC. She has worked 
for humanitarian aid organizations, including UNHCR, in multiple 
countries across Asia and Africa and as a journalist in France and her 
home state of Maine. More recently, she taught writing and 
storytelling to refugee students in the U.S. and received a Master’s 
degree from the Harvard Graduate School of Education. 
 
 

 
 
 

Matthew La Corte is the government affairs manager for immigration 
policy at the Niskanen Center. He leads the immigration department’s 
legislative outreach efforts, focusing on DACA, employment and 
family visas, and refugee resettlement. His writing has been published 
in a wide range of outlets, including: the Wall Street Journal, USA 
Today, the Financial Times, and others. His research, commentary, 
and advocacy have also been featured in: the Washington Post, the 
New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, NPR, Bloomberg, ABC News, 
and others. La Corte graduated from Hofstra University in New York 
with degrees in Political Science and Economics. 
 

 
 



Christina Smith is a Masters student in International Education Policy 
at University of Maryland where she studies higher education access 
for refugees and asylum seekers. She is thrilled to be a part of the 
Student Voices for Refugees Network! Prior to graduate school, she 
developed a college access mentoring program for refugee students 
in Baltimore through the BCCC Refugee Youth Project and UMBC, and 
also worked at the headquarters of a refugee resettlement agency. 
 
 

 
 

Olivia Issa (she/her) is a third-year undergraduate student at The 
George Washington University studying political science and 
Arabic. Olivia is the Co-Executive Director of No Lost Generation 
GWU (NLG GWU), a student-led refugee-advocacy group on 
GWU's campus, and the Co-Chair of the Student Voices for 
Refugees Steering Committee. For the past six years, Olivia has 
been engaged with refugee-advocacy and resettlement work in 
Chicago and Washington D.C., volunteering and interning with 
resettlement agencies and refugee aid providers throughout both 

cities. Through NLG GWU, Olivia regularly coordinates events related to allyship in advocacy 
in volunteering spaces, educational presentations, fundraisers, and campus-wide awareness 
campaigns. 

 

Miriam Cing (she/her) is Zo, Chin and is originally from Myanmar. She is a sophomore at Trinity 
College. While she is on the pre-med track, Miriam also majors in political science and minors in 
Urban Studies. As an ambassador and a member of GirlForward’s first Student Advisory Board, 
she served as a key influencer in high-level decision making to provide a stronger more 
effective programming. By sharing her story as a refugee at WeDay, she accomplished to raise 
awareness of the reality of refugee/immigrant students in the United States. 
 

 


