
European Summer Institute Courses 2020 
(May 19 – July 1, 2020) 

Policy Making in the European Union: EU Trade, Investment and Development 
Policies (incl. excursion to Brussels) 

Dr. Frauke Banse 

In this class, we will analyze the (contradictory) relationship between the trade, 
investment and development policies of the European Union. The special focus will be 
on the African continent. The course comprises of five seminar sessions in Kassel and an 
excursion to Brussels. In the seminar sessions, we will discuss general questions 
concerning the EU trade, investment and development policies and ask which interest 
groups are dealing with these three interconnected policy fields. In the seminar sessions, 
student groups prepare the envisaged meetings with representatives of these interest 
groups and decision-making bodies during our excursion. The last session in Kassel will 
be after the excursion. We will analyze the meetings conducted and discuss the 
conclusions. 

 

As the preparation time is limited to four seminar sessions, previous reading is 
obligatory. Students will be informed about required readings before the first seminar 
session. 

Excursion: May 25th - May 28th (late arrival in Kassel on return) 

The United Nations response to migration issues in the context of the Agenda 
2030 
Dr. Melehat Kutun and David O’Connell 
 
The course will focus on the key issues of the role of the United Nations (UN) in 
addressing migration issues, especially in connection with the SDGs and Agenda 2030. 
These priorities are illustrated using the example of structures and capacity for action 
within the United Nations, its subsidiary organisations and various non-governmental 
and civil society organisations. The course will explore the possibilities and limits of 
political action within the UN, its sub-organisations and other institutions, especially in 
reference to migration issues to put a framework about problems, policies and 
strategies. The students will deal with the question of the influence of different actors on 
decision-making and policy making on a transnational level in institutionalised 
framework conditions, relations, evaluate critically, the potential of UN agencies and 
other international organisations for have the ability to manage migration issues and 
explore them in practice during the excursion to Geneva.  

 

As the preparation time is limited to four seminar sessions, previous reading is 
obligatory. Students will be informed about required readings before the first seminar 
session. 

Excursion: May 25th - May 28th (late arrival in Kassel on return) 



Feminist Political Ecology 
Dr. Pamela Richardson-Ngwenya 

While mainstream political ecology has typically adopted political economy and 
institutions of governance as frameworks through which to analyze issues of 
environmental governance and change, Feminist Political Ecology (FPE) builds on this 
body of work, by explicitly mobilizing feminist theories, concerns and methodologies. In 
doing so, FPE puts a critical approach to power at the heart of its analyses, theorizing the 
ways in which everyday, embodied power relations shape configurations of nature-
society, and how ecologies become politicized through these relationships, across 
different scales. While early work in FPE focused on gendered analyses of access to 
environmental resources and experiences of environmental change, FPE scholarship 
today actively contributes to key debates in the social sciences around inequality and 
exclusion, the politics of knowledge, post-capitalist economies, and environmental 
ethics. This course will deploy radical feminist pedagogies to guide an exploration of the 
following topics in FPE: social difference and intersectionality; emotional landscapes 
and subjectivity; climate justice; diverse economies; embodiment and materiality; the 
politics of knowledge; reflexive methodologies; and, generative approaches to learning. 

The Political Economy of Germany and its Implications for Europe and the World 
Dr. Christoph Scherrer 

The course will trace the origins of Germany’s export strength and its ramifications for 
the European Union member states and beyond. Particular attention will be given to the 
German Central Bank (Bundesbank) up to the introduction of the Euro and to the 
German monetary policy circles after the establishment of the European Central Bank. 
The French Regulation Theory will be presented and applied to the German case. 
 

Democracy, Development and Human Rights (MSOC 9; ESI)  
Dr. Roland Rich 
 
The 1993 Vienna World Conference on Human Rights declared that democracy, 
development and respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms are 
interdependent and mutually reinforcing. The course will critically examine the 
relationship between democracy, development and human rights. It will examine 
overlaps and tensions, both in the formal articulation of the concepts and in the manner 
in which they have been applied.  The course will ask students to reflect on several 
examples that highlight the way in which the three concepts work together or 
otherwise.  One such example is the building of large dams and water distribution 
systems. 
 
Global Exploitation Chains: Restructuring of the Global Division of Labor 
Dr. Pravin Jha 
 
It is generally well acknowledged that the global capitalist system has undergone a 
significant reconfiguration in its spatial organization of production in almost every 
sector, particularly in manufacturing and services, in the last few decades. Much talked 
about feature of this configuration is the “trans-nationalization” of economic activities or 
the growing salience of the so called ‘Global Value Chains (GVCs)/ Global Commodity 
Chains (GCCs)/ Global Supply Chains (GSCs)/ Global Production Networks (GPNs)/ 



Global Value Networks (GVNs)/ Global Value Systems (GVSs) etc. Substantial strand of 
the relevant literature has celebrated the above noted developments as a “win-win” 
situation for all, in particular for developing countries. On the other hand, the counter 
perspective is that the recent notable changes in Global Accumulation regime is largely a 
deepening and strengthening of imperialism, in which search for low unit cost of labor 
(i.e., the so called ‘labor arbitrage’) is central to oligopolistic rivalry to facilitate 
extraction of surplus and rents from developing countries by the major economic actors 
located especially in the Global North. In the process, Labor in general (both in the North 
and the South) has taken serious hits, as the share of wages in the value of output has 
tended to shrink significantly. In other words, restructuring of the global division of 
labor in recent decades is powerfully and organically predicated on “Global Exploitation 
Chains”. 
 
This course intends to engage with the large and burgeoning literature on the above 
noted themes and the relevant discourses with respect to some of the major features of 
the contemporary global capitalist system. In particular, the course will cover the 
following themes: (1) An Introduction to Key Concepts; (2) Trans-nationalization of 
Capital and Labor Processes; (3) Global Labor Arbitrage and Patterns of Unequal 
Exchange; (4) Regimes Governing Contemporary Division of Labor; (5) Reflections on 
the Challenges to the Agency of Labor at the Current Juncture. 

Additional excursions: 
Berlin: Friday June 12th – Sunday 14th  
Edersee (lake nearby Kassel): Friday June 26th 
 


