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TRAVEL AND VISA INFORMATION 

Planning to travel? 

When traveling outside the United States, international students and scholars must have in their possession the 
following documentation to ensure their ability to re-enter the U.S. and resume their activities: 

 Unexpired passport valid at least 6 months in the future  

 Valid U.S. visa in the appropriate classification, e.g., F-1, J-1, H-1B, etc.* 

 Valid immigration document for the status being sought: I-20 or DS-2019 with travel endorsement 
from Global Services for F-1/J-1 students ** 

* If your visa has expired, you need to get a new visa from a US consulate or embassy outside of the US. You 
can’t apply for a new visa inside the US. Find out about how to renew your visa or how to apply for a new visa: 
Visa Application Information. 

** If you are in F-1 or J-1 visa status, make you have a valid travel signature on your I-20 or DS-2019, prior to 
traveling outside of the United States. Find out about how to Obtain a Travel Signature. 

While not specifically required by regulations, the following additional documents are very strongly recommended 
when traveling abroad. These documents provide information about your legal status, academic and immigration 
history in the U.S. They need not be presented unless asked. 

For F-1 AND J-1 Students:   

 Your complete unofficial transcript and Enrollment Verification to prove good academic standing 

 SEVIS fee receipt 

 Current Proof of financial support (this may include personal or family bank statements, any affidavit of 
support, or copies of your fellowship or scholarship letter) 

 All previously-issued I-20 or DS-2019 forms  

 If on OPT or Academic Training (AT), your OPT or AT authorization  

For J-1 Professors, Research Scholars, Visiting Research Students, and Student Interns: 

 A recently dated copy of the appointment letter (proof of current employment or courtesy appointment 
with the university) 

 Recent pay stubs or, if not employed by Rutgers, a recently-dated document showing proof of current 
funding source and amount 

 All previously-issued DS-2019 forms 

For H-1B Employees:   

 A recently dated letter from your department confirming that you still hold the position named in the H-1B 
petition filed by Rutgers 

 Recent pay stubs (the most recent 3 pay stubs is enough)  

 If you need to apply for a new H-1B visa before returning to the U.S., keep copies of certain documents 
from your GLOBAL SERVICES file (a copy of your LCA and a copy of you I-129 form); be sure to request 
these from GLOBAL SERVICES at least one week prior to leaving the U.S. 

Useful travel resources for international students:  
 Department of Homeland Security’s Study in the States Website  

 FAQ for F-Nonimmigrants from ICE (U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement)  

 I-94 Related Information from the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) 

 NAFSA’s (Association of International Educators) 10 Points to Remember When Applying for a 
Student Visa 

 Travel Guidance from ICE (U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement) 

More Travel Links 
 Bring Family to the U.S.  

 Inviting Relatives or Friends as a B-2 visitor 
 

http://globalservices.rutgers.edu/forms/Visa_Application_Information.pdf
http://globalservices.rutgers.edu/forms/Obtaining_a_Travel_Signature.pdf
https://sis.rutgers.edu/tags/
https://transcripts.rutgers.edu/transcripts/getVerificationForm.tcr
https://www.fmjfee.com/
http://globalservices.rutgers.edu/forms/CertificationofFunds.pdf
https://studyinthestates.dhs.gov/students
http://www.ice.gov/sevis/travel/faq_f.htm
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home
https://www.nafsa.org/findresources/Default.aspx?id=8643
https://www.nafsa.org/findresources/Default.aspx?id=8643
https://www.ice.gov/sevis/travel
http://globalservices.rutgers.edu/forms/Request_for_Dependent_Visa_Document.pdf
http://globalservices.rutgers.edu/forms/Inviting_Relatives_Other_than_Visa_Dependents.pdf


 
 

 

 

I-94 Record and CBP Admission Stamp: Get your I-94 record 

The I-94 is an official US government record of when you enter and depart the United States. Your I-94 record 
confirms what immigration status you entered the United States in, and the duration of time you can legally 
remain in the U.S. This record is maintained in U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) systems and can be 
accessed only AFTER you enter the US. Travelers will also receive a CBP admission stamp in their passport that 
also indicates immigration status and expiration of stay. Upon re-entry to the U.S. by land, visitors will receive a 
paper I-94 card that will indicate their date of entry and be notated with their immigration status and expiration of 
stay. 

F-1 and J-1 Visa Holders: The CBP admission stamp will be notated “F-1 D/S” or “J-1 D/S” to reflect you have 
authorization to remain in the U.S for “Duration of Status.”  If the stamp indicates anything other than “F-1 D/S” or 
“J-1 D/S,” visitors should ask the officer to re-process their documents.  If they fail to recognize the problem while 
at the port-of-entry, visitors should immediately contact their international adviser upon return to campus.  

H-1 B Visa Holders: The stamp will be noted with “H-1B” and a specific end date.  The end date is usually the 
same as the end date requested by Rutgers in the H-1B petition it filed on behalf of the beneficiary, but in some 
cases it is an earlier date, either because the beneficiary’s passport expires earlier or because the port-of-entry 
officer made an error. If you are given a stamp with an end date that is earlier than the end date on your H-1B 
approval notice (Form I-797), notify Global Services immediately.   

Validity of Visa  

A visa does not determine how long you may remain in the United States; it only determines when you may enter 
or reenter the U.S.  To enter or reenter the U.S. in a specific nonimmigrant status such as J-1 or F-1, you must 
have in your passport a valid visa in that specific visa classification (unless you are a citizen of Canada).  For 
information on the one exception to this requirement, see “Automatic Visa Revalidation” below. 

Because U.S visas are needed only to enter the U.S., it is not necessary or possible to apply for a new visa from 
inside the U.S.  As long as your visa is valid at the time of entry, you may remain in the U.S. until your I-94 expires 
as long as you are complying with regulations that apply to your specific nonimmigrant status.   However, if you 
leave the U.S. for a short trip abroad and your visa has already expired or will expire while you are outside the 
U.S., you will need to apply for a new visa at a U.S. abroad in order to be able to return to the U.S. in your 
previous nonimmigrant status.  See Visa Application Information for up-to-date information and advisories. 

Travel to Canada, Mexico and Certain Adjacent Caribbean Islands 

If you are traveling to Canada, Mexico, or the Caribbean, you do NOT need to obtain a new F-1 or J-1 visa to 
reenter the US as long as you meet the following conditions (via Automatic Visa Revalidation):  

 Presently be in valid F-1 or J-1 visa status 

 Have a valid I-20/DS-2019 signed for travel 

 Have a print-out of an unexpired I-94 record with you (do NOT surrender it when you leave the US). 

 Have an unexpired passport valid at least 6 months in the future 

 Be in Canada, Mexico, or the Caribbean for less than thirty days 

You MUST check with Canada, Mexico, or the Caribbean nation you are traveling to as to whether you need a 
visa for your visit there (check the website of the Canadian consulate in New York or the website of the 
Mexican consulate for information on requirements for entry to those countries).  And remember, the US 
government determines your eligibility to enter the US. Be prepared and have the needed travel documents with 
you. Automatic revalidation is unavailable to citizens of Cuba, Sudan, Iran, & Syria, however.   

Notes:   
If a visitor chooses to apply for a U.S. visa while visiting Canada or Mexico and is denied the visa, he/she will 
become ineligible for the automatic visa revalidation benefit. 

Certain airlines have internal policies and do not allow any-one with an expired visa on-board for international 
travel. In such cases even Automatic Visa Revalidation may not work. It is recommended that students and 
scholars check with the respective airlines prior to confirming travel plans. 

Automatic Visa Revalidation does NOT apply to students who are citizens of the countries named above and 
traveling to their home countries. In those cases, students must obtain an F-1 or J-1 visa to reenter the US, 
except for citizens of Canada and Bermuda. Please note that it is more difficult to apply for a US visa while in one 
of these countries unless you are a citizen of that country. 

https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home
http://globalservices.rutgers.edu/forms/Visa_Application_Information.pdf
https://help.cbp.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/1218/~/automatic-revalidation-for-certain-temporary-visitors
http://globalservices.rutgers.edu/forms/Obtaining_a_Travel_Signature.pdf
https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/#/home
http://can-am.gc.ca/new-york/index.aspx?lang=eng
http://www.consulmexny.org/
http://www.consulmexny.org/

